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Gonville 

Gazette 

The Daly News 

Welcome to the penultimate Gonville Gazette for this half term. I can hardly 

believe that we are already in February with only one week to go before the half 

term break, and the half way point in the school year,. 

 

This week the children have begun working on their Design and Technology unit on 

structures. They have completed the first stage - planning and designing - and are 

ready to move on the next phase of the project - making. I have been intrigued by 

their questions and observations about  the different ways they can join materials 

to make their structures. It always makes me proud to see the way the children 

engage in every new activity as well as how they are able to speak so 

knowledgably after only a few lessons. The Gonville children are truly inspirational! 

 

Our educational visits begin next week and will run throughout the week. Each 

year group will be heading out to learn more about their topics. I can’t wait to 

hear from them when they return to share their learning from these valuable 

opportunities to learn outside the classroom. Some of the planned trips have been 

postponed due to the planned transport strikes but we have rescheduled them for 

after half term.  

 

As you will have seen, and enjoyed, our catering team came out with samples of 

some of the healthy options available to our children in our school dinner menu for 

you to try on Thursday this week. Many parents commented on the quality and 

flavours of the food. I’m glad you enjoyed it and I’d like to take this opportunity to 

thank our catering team for all their hard work throughout the year. 

 

Finally, next Friday is the last day of this half term and the catering team have put 

together a different FUN LUNCH menu. Please see page 8.  

 

All that remains is for me to wish you all a happy and peaceful weekend. 

 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Passion   Urgency   Positivity    

Aspiration   Commitment 

Key Dates: 

3 - 9th February  Class trips for Year 2-6  

10th February  Fun Lunch see menu on page 8  

    Last day of halt term-schools closes at 3:15pm 

13 - 17th February February Half Term Holidays: School Closed 

20th  February  Spring 2 term begins: Be Yourself Day (wear your own clothes day) 
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PUPIL PARLIAMENT 
Every child has the right to a voice and for that voice to be heard. [Article 12] 

Environmental Sustainability: Our Pupils Lead The Way! 

This week, our Pupil Representatives 

have been passionately involved in a 

c o l l a b o r a t i v e  ‘ e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

sustainability’ project with our nineteen 

partner STEP academies. This has so far 

involved our own pupils proudly 

representing their academy community 

at a virtual meeting of 160 Pupil 

Representatives from across STEP 

Academy Trust! In attending, they 

sought to find out how to work together 

to reduce waste for  a more 

environmentally sustainable future. The 

commitment shown by our pupil leaders 

chimes with the right that all children 

have to ‘care about the world’ [Article 

29]. 

The first stage of this pupil-led project has seen our Pupil Representatives collaboratively 

calculating the amount of food wasted at lunchtimes using their maths and computing skills. This 

responsibility is one they have taken very seriously, every day this week. 

All pupils within our academy will be empowered to work together later next month in a 

combined effort to reduce unnecessary waste and make a lasting difference – not only within 

our own academy, but right across the community of STEP academies, with which we are 

proudly united. 

Working together as One Team is one of the founding principles of STEP Academy Trust. We call 

this STEP First. It is because of our STEP First ethos that all of our pupils benefit from additional, 

educational opportunities such as this one, to become better informed, more empowered, 

global citizens. 

Don’t forget to contact the Pupil Parliament 

through the Post box! 
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DT in Year 2 
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This week, we have been learning about three famous fabric artists: Anni Albers, Althea McNish 

and Nick Cave. My favourite is Nick Cave because he uses found objects on the streets to make 

clothes called soundsuits. He did that to cover people’s face and skin colour so they are not 

discriminated against and are treated the same way as everyone else. 

 This week, we have been using plastic needles and coloured yarn. We have used them to sew on 

hessian fabric using a technique called straight stitch. 
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Safer Internet Day 

Safer Internet Day 2023 

Safer Internet Day 2023 will take place on the 7th of February 2023, with celebrations and     

learning based around the theme ‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations about 

life online’. 

Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre, the celebration sees thousands of        

organisations get involved to promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digital           

technology for children and young people.  

In the UK, we are celebrating by putting children and young people’s voices at the heart of the 

day and encouraging them to shape the online safety support that they receive. 

That is why we are asking parents, carers, teachers, government, policymakers, and the wider 

online safety industry to take time to listen to children and young people and make positive 

change together.  

This year we are hoping to answer the following questions:  

 What issues really matter to children and young people? 

 What changes do they want to see? 

 How can we all work together to advocate for them moving forward? 

With your help, Safer Internet Day 2023 can be a springboard for conversations that shape how 

we talk about and respond to online issues, not just for one day, but throughout the whole year.  

Over the years, Safer Internet Day has become a landmark event in the online safety calendar. 

Starting as an initiative of the EU SafeBorders project in 2004 and taken up by the Insafe network 

as one of its earliest actions in 2005, Safer Internet Day has grown beyond its traditional            

geographic zone and is now celebrated in approximately 170 countries worldwide.  

From cyberbullying to social networking to digital identity, each year Safer Internet Day aims to 

raise awareness of emerging online issues and current concerns. 
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This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our PUPAC values and so they 

are the stars of the week: 

   Reception: Kyrie and Ava Y1: Iman and Rayaan Y2: Greyson and Simon 

Y3: Aisha and Nehthra Y4: Motawakil and Yusra Y5: Subhan and Inayah 

Y6: Hosna and Amber-Rose Playground: KS1 Yusra KS2 Katarah-Louise 

Stars of the Week 

Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is extremely important; when children 

are at school every day, they are able to take part in lessons that have 

been carefully planned to support their progression through many 

different subjects. The expectation is that each child should be at 

school for at least 97% of the term.  

Year Class Attendance 

Reception Goslings 85% 

 Pufflings 88.3% 

1 Robins 92.7% 

 Sparrows 89.3% 

2 Kingfishers 97.7% 

 Woodpeckers 96.7% 

3 Toucans 89% 

 Hornbills 87.3% 

Year Class Teacher 

4 Kestrels 97.7% 

 Eagles 93.1% 

5 Flamingos 92% 

 Cranes 93.3% 

6 Ostriches 94.3% 

 Cassowaries 99.3% 
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