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Appendix to our Curriculum Policy  

Gonville Academy’s Curriculum Rationale & Approach  

 

Curriculum Design & Intent 

 

At Gonville Academy we believe we should always evolve and adapt with our children 

and community. Everything we do is ‘on purpose.’  With that in mind we are always 

evaluating and looking for further ways with which we can help our children excel.  Our 

approaches throughout our curriculum are based on research and we strive for consistency 

throughout all we do, so that every child has an equal chance of success. We aim to create 

a nurturing school community where our pupils’ learning experiences are varied and 

inclusive; the highest standards of learning are provided; all children reach their full 

potential whilst being inspired to continue learning in the future and preparing them to 

thrive in the wider world. We teach with inclusion, diversity and equality at the centre of all 

our curriculum decisions, with the focus on creating a balanced view of the world and 

reflecting our community.  

The following outlines the key drivers for our decision making around the curriculum at 

Gonville Academy. 
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The following image represents the key drivers for our curriculum. It presents us with an 

ongoing challenge to reflect all aspects throughout the curriculum to ensure that we are 

always thinking about the whole journey and developmental links.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bird singing / walking on a 
branch: represents learning 

new knowledge and skills 
 

Young birds in flight: 
represents 

‘excellence’ / 
achieving our goals 

 

Twitter Logo: 
represents 

‘communication’ 
 

Egg in a nest: represents 
feeling safe and nurtured 

 

A few chicks in a 
nest: representing 
diversity / family 

 

Flock of birds in a V 
formation: represents 

collaboration 
 

The golden thread that 
binds everything we do, 

including our commitment 
to being an anti-racist 

organisation.  
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Driver What does this look like? Why is it important for our children? 

Collaboration 

 

- Learning in teams 

- 5 behaviours for learning 

- Developing independence and 

confidence 

We want our children to appreciate the value of 

working as a team and the power in drawing on other’s 

ideas, opinions and knowledge.  Our children will be 

equipped with the social skills to enable them to work 

cooperatively with those around them. 

Feeling safe 

and nurtured 

 

- Development of a safeguarding 

curriculum 

- Community events & 

engagement 

- Environment 

- Educational visits, visitors & 

opportunities 

- Variety of learning opportunities 

- Trusted adults  

We want our children to be passionate life-long learners 

with a thirst for finding out more. To do this they need to 

feel nurtured and safe. Our children are encouraged to 

lead their learning; to ponder, to dream, to discover 

and to ask questions. We seek to excite, enthuse and 

engage our children through carefully-crafted creative 

learning opportunities, experiences and trips.  

Communication 

 

- Pupil voice 

- Strong emphasis on language 

development 

- Use of sentence stems 

- Writing for purpose 

- High expectations for speaking  

We believe that our children can make a positive 

impact on the community, their country and their 

world. Therefore we seek to equip our children with the 

tools to be effective communicators who present 

themselves with the confidence that they have a voice 

worth listening to. 

Learn new skills 

and apply 

knowledge 

 

- Wide and rich curriculum 

- Application of knowledge and 

skills in every lesson. 

- Pupil leadership and pupil-led 

learning 

- Computer literacy 

Growing up in this area, in this city, presents both 

unique benefits and challenges for our children. We 

strive to celebrate and harness the positive and 

empower our children to tackle the challenges and 

apply their skills in a variety of forms. 

Diversity & 

Family 

 

- Celebrating our successes, 

individuality & diversity 

- Team work 

- STEP wider community 

- Community events & celebrations 

at the heart of our curriculum 

- Inclusion Quality Mark 

- Wide range of languages and 

religions celebrated within the 

academy 

Our children at Gonville understand that we are all 

different and can achieve so much more together, 

within our own families, with our Gonville family and 

within the STEP family.  Together we can achieve more! 

Achieving our 

goals 

 

Using all of the above to create confident, 

courteous and collaborative children who 

are able to demonstrate a wide variety of 

awareness of their surroundings and world. 

If our children are to achieve their goals, they not only 

need the academic excellence but also the social skills 

to work alongside others and develop leadership skills. 

The golden 

thread 

 

- Our commitment to the children, 

our community and the mission of 

the Trust. 

This includes our commitment to being an anti-racist 

organisation.  
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Curriculum Context & Development: 

READING:  

In order to raise the attainment and close gaps we have chosen our approach to be Success for All. Success 

for All (SFA) is an English programme devised to accelerate and challenge children’s reading and writing 

abilities. It initially lays strong foundations in both oracy and English with Nursery and Reception children and 

goes on to provide systematic teaching throughout the primary years. SFA provides a wide range of 

opportunities for children to explore and develop phonic knowledge and comprehension strategies; develop 

vocabulary and spelling; improve grammatical awareness; analyse whole texts; and develop writing in a 

range of genres, all whilst exposing children to a wide range of interesting, bright and diverse range of 

literature.  

Key features of the Reading curriculum:  

 Roots - This Key Stage One programme builds on the systematic teaching of synthetic phonics in 

Reception. The four basic components of Roots consist of Phonics, Shared Stories, Story Telling and 

Retelling, and Writing.  

 Wings – This Key Stage Two programme has a strong focus on reading for fluency and comprehension. 

The main aim of Wings is to give children a love of reading and create fluent and confident readers 

by the end of Year 6 who are well-able to clarify and question a range of texts. Wings supports and 

challenges both less confident and more competent readers. It develops their skills through reading a 

wide range of carefully selected literature including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  

 Language development – our supportive model of language development with a heightened 

emphasis on speaking first and mastering this runs alongside our understanding of children’s 

development at every stage of their education with us. Sentence stems are developed and aid 

understanding of the learning process, expectation and application for all children. A strong emphasis 

on vocabulary can be seen across the curriculum from Early Years right through to Year 6.   

 

WRITING: 

 Writing is taught across two different areas within the curriculum – the skills within English lessons and 

the ability to apply their skills within the text they are reading as well as across the Wider Curriculum 

through applied writing demonstrating language and knowledge taught.  

 Expectations of writing are highlighted within our progressive writing guidance for all year groups.  

 Teachers are provided with clear guidance on the progression of their writing development.  

 Green models are written by teachers to use as models to highlight misconceptions, specific aspects 

of grammar and the expectation of writing.  

 Moderation takes place throughout phase meetings and within one staff meeting within each half 

term – this aids the progressive understanding of children’s skills, gaps and strengths across year groups 

and the academy as a whole.  

 Using the same text from English lessons or the green model, teachers plan a learning sequence for 

writing.  

 This begins with identifying the purpose for writing – to entertain, to inform, to persuade or to discuss.  

 The skills needed for each writing purpose are built and the children have time to practice and 

consolidate this learning collaboratively as a class or within teams.  

 When the children are ready to write they then begin drafting in their English or Writing Progress books 

(Applied writing). They are reminded that their work is in draft form so they are ready to edit and 

improve.  

 After conferencing with the teacher, the child is then expected to begin the work again - building on 

and improving their work based on the conversation with their teacher. If the teacher is unable to 

speak to them in that lesson, they are expected to respond to feedback the following writing lesson.  

 The cycle of plan, write and edit is encouraged to continue throughout a unit of work. 
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Key features of the Writing curriculum:  

 Clarity over what makes successful, age-appropriate writing 

o Using writing progression grids to support teachers in which key skills must be taught in each 

year group.  

o Such expectations are maintained using high quality models written by teachers during 

planning and created in lessons through high quality modelled and shared writing with the 

children to ensure that children are exceptionally clear of outcomes.  

o Key stage 1 and 2 moderators working across the school to moderate writing and review next 

steps/writing targets for each year group.  

 High expectations around key skills: spelling and grammar 

o Embedded in our writing curriculum is the application of age-appropriate spelling and 

grammatical skills. Gonville Academy has a GPS overview in place for Years 1-6 which has 

been mapped out in light of national curriculum expectations for spelling and grammar. 

Explicit GPS sessions are taught regularly across the school. Opportunities for age-appropriate 

writing are mapped out in Applied Writing in Wider Curriculum across the academic year. This 

ensures that children are exposed to a range of genres and are able to consolidate and apply 

knowledge across the curriculum through their writing.  

o In SFA, children’s writing outcomes are tailored to their specific needs and individual targets.  

o A GPS glossary has been created to ensure the consistent use of terminology across the school. 

 High expectations around key skills: phonics 

o Phonics is taught systematically from Nursery and through to Key Stage 2 as appropriate. 

o Lessons will model the application of segmenting sounds to write phonetically plausible words 

with appropriate age groups.  

o Such skills are revisited in Key Stage 2 using clarification strategies to support children in writing 

new words. 

 

 Cursive continuous handwriting: Children at Gonville Academy learn continuous cursive handwriting 

and are encouraged to join up their letters at the earliest stages of writing.  

 

MATHS:   

The curriculum follows a mastery approach. In essence teaching for mastery is a philosophy with an 

overarching principle that all learners are expected to reach the same high standard of mathematic 

proficiency, and are effectively supported to do so. For this reason, pupils are in mixed ability groups in order 

to uphold a high standard of mathematical aptitude. Sets exist where necessary.  

Daily ‘Maths Meetings’ are embedded within the school timetable as an element of reviewing key 

mathematical concepts. ‘Maths Meetings’ helps to link together the mathematical relationship between 

separate learning steps and allow pupils the opportunity to apply their knowledge in varied problems. In 

activating our pupils’ schema of prior learning by recalling what has been taught previously. We maximise the 

chance of them integrating new learning into existing schemata, rather than remembering content as 

something in isolation.  

Teaching for mastery is an approach which involves the following key elements: 

 Identifying what pupils already know about a certain topic 

 Planning the next logical steps in learning 

 Teaching and assessing in a continual cycle throughout a unit 

 Providing ample opportunities for children to develop mathematical fluency and learn about topics 

in depth. 

 Ensuring a high degree of success for all pupils before moving on to new learning. 
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Philosophy and overarching principles in Maths 

 Collaboration supports mastery  

Children learn through collaboration. The opportunity to work with others supports understanding and 

encourages the development of problem solving and reasoning skills. 

 Depth is prioritised over breadth  

Each topic should be explored in greater depth and in a variety of ways. 

 All children move on together 

Children progress through learning at broadly the same pace, with opportunities for faster graspers to 

deepen their understanding. 

 Focus on understanding 

The ability to solve a calculation is not enough; children must be able to demonstrate and articulate 

their understanding of the mathematical concept. 

 

Key features of the Maths curriculum:   

Planning and design 

 Coherent, carefully sequenced learning steps: the structure and essence of teaching for mastery is a 

cycle of assessing and teaching, assessing and teaching. The following list reflects the stages of 

delivering an instructional sequence: Assess the prerequisites, teach any necessary prerequisites, 

teach the learning steps, intervene for pupils who need support, assess the unit. Each part of the 

instructional sequence is a series of linked learning steps that supports the children accessing and 

progressing mathematically. 

 Language, talk and articulation: Communication is one of our key drivers and permeates through all 

aspects of our curriculum. Stem sentences are used consistently across all phases and they draw 

pupils’ attention to particular aspects of the learning, encouraging accurate mathematical discussion. 

Pupils are given opportunities to talk to articulate their thinking and reasoning.  

 Conceptual variation: the mathematical concept is presented in a variety of ways so children are able 

to discern the essential features. 

 Multiple representations: a variety of manipulative and pictorial representations have been used to 

explain the mathematical concept. 

 Procedural variation: questions have been chosen with care to demonstrate a particular concept, 

ensuring that calculations are more than simply finding an answer, but about understanding patterns 

and concepts too. 

 Depth for all: every child in the lesson has the opportunity to apply their key learning through extension, 

application, reasoning or problem solving (or a combination). 

 Scaffolding: support is available for those who need it (scaffolding through support, scaffolding 

through time, scaffolding through activity). 

 

 



  

Page 7 
 

DICOVERY AND THE WIDER CURRICULUM:  

At Gonville Academy, we believe that all children have the 

right to a broad and balanced curriculum that enables 

them to develop both as a collaborative team member as 

well as independent thinkers. Our Discovery subjects 

(Science, Geography, History, Art, DT, RE and Music) are 

taught in blocks with links being made across the 

curriculum. This allows children to integrate knowledge into 

larger concepts and build their long-term memory.  

Subjects are taught in a way that allows children to delve 

deep into the knowledge and understanding suitable for 

their age range. Additionally, it allows our proactive 

learners to critically think and reflect on their learning whilst developing the skills necessary to grow into 

enthusiastic, aspiring and proud citizens of our community. Through Discovery, as well as the rest of our 

curriculum, we promote an understanding of historical and current global issues in a critical way, enabling our 

pupils to develop a voice to be heard. 

The knowledge and skills learnt in each subject in a child’s time at school are progressive and build from 

Nursery all the way through to Year 6. Children demonstrate their build-up of knowledge through a shared 

Creative Learning Journal, individual Knowledge Journals, pre and post topic quizzes and through a piece of 

applied writing during each half term which showcases their learning. 

In addition to our Discovery subjects, children are taught PE, Computing, French, PSHE and Global Citizenship 

as part of a broad and balanced wider curriculum.  

Science: 

At Gonville Academy, our science curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity about the world 

around them and provides opportunities for enquiry based lessons. It gives our children access to the 

knowledge which has enabled discoveries and helped develop science which has changed the way we live, 

think about and understand the world around us. Curiosity begins in the early years and develops throughout 

the key stages. Children explore scientific theories in physics, chemistry and biology using various scientific 

skills: comparative and fair testing, identifying and classifying, observing changes over time, pattern seeking 

and research using a range of sources. They are encouraged to understand how science can be used to 

explain what is occurring in the world around them and make predictions. To support this, children work 

collaboratively to develop their ability to articulate scientific concepts and use specialist vocabulary.  

Geography: 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and fascination in the world around 

them and to give them a broad understanding of place and location, which acts as a gateway to learning 

across our curriculum and into the future. By the end of their time at Gonville, children will have studied 

locations, human and physical features, people and cultures and environmental issues spanning every 

continent. They will be confident in fieldwork skills that give them the tools to investigate their local area and 

understand how human and physical geography changes over time.  

History: 

Our History curriculum teaches children about a diverse range of people, historical periods, cultures and 

civilisations from the past and allows them to make links and draw comparisons with their own lives. Our 

curriculum gives children a wide range of knowledge that gives them a solid understanding of how Britain, 

and the wider world, as it is today, came to be. The progression of learnt skills over their time at Gonville will 

allow them to think critically, evaluate evidence and arguments and develop perspective on the world 

around them today. Children will gain understanding of the process of change, the diversity of societies as 

well as their own identity. 
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Art: 

We value our art curriculum as not only an opportunity to develop skills and knowledge but as an opportunity 

to express children’s individual thoughts, ideas and creativity. Over their time at Gonville, children will learn a 

range of techniques, experiment with a variety of materials, study diverse and inspiring artists and explore their 

own creativity. They will be encouraged to take risks, discuss their own emotions and feelings about pieces of 

art and creatively reflect their experiences of the world with increasing adeptness. Our high-quality art 

curriculum engages, inspires and challenges pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to 

experiment, invent, create and evaluate their own works of art, craft and design. 

Design and Technology: 

At Gonville, Design and Technology is a practical subject where the children learn a range of skills and 

techniques, build their knowledge of concepts and values to create innovative products that solve real-life 

and relevant problems. Children will investigate and evaluate a range of products and designers from the 

past and present and develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. Children 

will be inspired by a diverse range of engineers, designers, chefs and architects in their work on structures, 

mechanisms, textiles, electrical systems and food. 

RE: 

At Gonville Academy, we believe that a good foundation of religious education supports children in their 

personal development and an understanding of the spiritual, moral, social and cultural questions that surface 

in their lives. It promotes respect and open-mindedness towards others with different faiths and beliefs of the 

people who surround them in the diverse and multicultural city and country they live in. In addition, it 

encourages children to develop their sense of identity and belonging through self-awareness and reflection. 

We ensure that children are taught key knowledge about the main world religions as well as non-religious 

belief systems, in a creative way, to ensure that they are equipped to talk about RE sensitively and respectfully. 

The principal aim of RE is to engage children in an enquiry approach where they can develop an 

understanding and appreciation for the expression of beliefs, cultural practices and influence of principle 

religions and worldviews in the local, national and wider global community.  

Music: 

At Gonville Academy, our intention is that children develop an enthusiastic passion for music based on 

listening, singing, performing and discussing a wide range of musical styles, historical periods, and traditions. 

Our goal at Gonville Academy is to create a catalyst for what will be a life-long love of music, full of curiosity 

and respectfulness. We are committed to ensuring children have the skills, knowledge, and confidence, to 

access, create, and enjoy all types of music that they may have the pleasure of experiencing throughout 

their lives.  

Our curriculum is designed to ensure that all children:  

 Listen to, perform, and critically explore music from a range of styles, genres, cultures and historical periods.  

 Learn to sing individually, and as part of a group or community. Have the opportunity to learn an instrument 

traditionally, or through new technology, and subsequently progress their musical abilities.  

 Study the creation and production of music based on the foundations and inter-related dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure, and appropriate music notations.  

At Gonville Academy we focus on listening, singing, play, performing and analysing. This is promoted through 

classroom activities, weekly singing assemblies and timetabled music sessions.  
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Computing: 

At Gonville Academy, we take a purposeful and creative approach to the teaching of computing. 

Computing is taught progressively through the three main strands and assessed on a continuous basis: 

 Information technology (using computer systems to create, organise, store, retrieve and send 

information)  

 Computer science (design, write and debug programming and understanding how digital systems 

work) 

 Digital literacy (evaluating digital content and using technology safely and respectfully including 

online privacy) 

In order to ensure and maintain safety at the forefront, each ICT unit is accompanied by an e-safety lesson 

relevant to the learning and age of the children, after which each lesson builds on previous learning ensuring 

new skills are introduced at age appropriate levels. 

Our aim is for children to develop a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards using and applying their 

computing skills and to create a range. Children are given opportunities to develop a range of knowledge 

and skills which they can use and apply in a wide variety of contexts and which will be used to support learning 

in other subject areas. In addition, our children will use technology to develop, enhance and use their 

independent research skills to discover more about the world around them. 

PE: 

Our curriculum provides a range of opportunities to support children’s physical and mental health. Physical 

Education lessons enable children to become more physically active through developing fundamental 

movement skills for sustained periods of time and develop their physical literacy: having the motivation, 

confidence, physical competence and knowledge and understanding to value and take responsibility for 

engagement in physical activities for life. Our lessons help build character through engagement in 

competitive sports and support children to discover their own skills, abilities and preferences in order that they 

can make choices about how to get involved in lifelong physical activity. We know that regular physical 

activity and exercise is linked to improved cognitive functioning therefore providing children with a strong 

Physical Education curriculum is essential for the successful emotional and academic success of each child. 

French: 

At Gonville Academy, we have a French curriculum which ensures that children develop key language 

learning skills, as well as a love of languages and a broad understanding of other cultures. We believe that a 

high-quality language education should foster children’s curiosity, encourage them to express their ideas and 

thoughts in another language and to be effective communicators. Our curriculum provides opportunities for 

children to communicate for practical purposes and build a solid foundation for continued language learning 

at secondary; all while having fun and developing self-confidence.  

We do this by:  

 Teaching French throughout Key Stage 2;  

 Ensuring that French is a high-profile part of our curriculum;  

 Ensuring all four areas of language learning (speaking & listening, reading and writing) are taught; 

 Providing role play opportunities for children to practise and develop their learning.  
 

PSHE (including RSE): 

Our PSHE (personal, social, health and economic) curriculum ensures all of our children develop the skills and 

knowledge to be successful in today’s world; to be safe and healthy individuals and understand their place 

in the community, and be confident and certain in their right to be heard. As well as covering the statutory 

content of the RSE curriculum, our PSHE curriculum covers economic wellbeing, careers and enterprise 

education, as well as education for personal safety, including assessing and managing risk. This, alongside 

Global Citizenship and P4C in particular, enables our children to become healthy, independent and 
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responsible members of society. It helps them understand how they are developing personally and socially, 

and tackles many of the moral, social and cultural issues that are part of growing up. 

Global Citizenship: 

Through Global Citizenship, we aim to engage children in the local and global issues and prepare them to be 

responsible citizens now and in their future roles within a wider community. They develop their sense of social 

justice and moral responsibility and begin to understand that their own choices and behaviour can affect 

local, national or global issues and political and social institutions. Teaching Global Citizenship provides 

children with the opportunities to learn about their rights and responsibilities and appreciate what it means to 

be a member of society. At Gonville, we teach Global Citizenship through daily discussions, which link directly 

to our Rights Respecting Schools values, in order to help the children understand how their rights translate into 

real life and to better acknowledge and articulate global issues. Children have the opportunity to talk and 

write about their opinions, and explain their views, on issues that affect themselves and society. 

P4C: 

Philosophy for Children (P4C) is learning and teaching that focusses on developing children’s thinking and 

communication skills. It is an opportunity for children to come together as a whole class to provide a platform 

for discussion. It gives the children a chance to voice their opinions and listen to their peers in a structured and 

nurturing environment. It helps to develop children’s oracy and vocabulary, increasing confidence when 

speaking in front of a group, to increase concentration span and to develop their thinking skills so that they 

can explain their ideas and give good reasons for their views. Over time, the outcome is for children to grow 

into caring, critical, collaborative and creative thinkers, who are able to perceive issues from a range of 

viewpoints. The approach fostered through P4C will help to develop higher levels of self-esteem and 

intellectual confidence for our children. It teaches patience, respect to others and a better understanding of 

the world around us. 

THRIVE: 

We know that children need to feel safe and happy at school in order to make progress in their learning and 

fulfil their potential. At Gonville Academy we use the Thrive Approach to help us develop our pupils’ emotional 

and social well-being. The Thrive approach enables us to tune into children’s current developmental needs, 

identify any gaps and then plan to meet them. This helps us to build a bespoke Thrive Action Plan of activities 

to support their needs throughout their time at school. It can help them build resilience and learn strategies to 

overcome and recover from any difficulties or strong emotions and feelings they may face in everyday life. 

Positive relationships are at the heart of Thrive and we use these relationships, together with play and creative 

activities, to give children key experiences at each different stage of their development to meet their needs. 

                  


