
 

1 

Gonville 

Gazette 

Academic Year 2020/21 

Issue number 34 

Friday 9th July 2021 

The Daly News 

I cannot believe that there are only two weeks left of this school year! This 

means that next Tuesday, will be the last Sports Day for our amazing Year 6 

children at Gonville Academy! I am thoroughly looking forward to catching 

up with them at this evening’s ‘Pizza Party’! 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to again offer my apologies to parents and 

carers who were hoping to attend this year’s Sports Days for and with their 

children, however, as I mentioned in the past couple of newsletter’s, this is 

now not possible due to the extension of restrictions nationally and 

subsequent potential associated risks so close to the summer holidays. 

 

In spite of this, we will ensure that (even if it rains!) the children are well 

supported throughout their events and that whatever year group they are 

in, that they enjoy taking part as much as possible! 

 

The programme of planned events continues after this Friday and next 

week of course, as this time next week we will publish children’s reports. 

These reports will reflect the progress and attainment of your child(ren) since 

September and also just how far they have come despite the obvious 

turbulence of the past year to 18 months.  

 

I know that many children and adults alike have been keen to find out 

placings and classes for next year, so please take a look at the staff update 

page later in this newsletter ahead of Meet the Teacher day on Monday 

19th July.   

 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Passion   Urgency   Positivity    

Key Dates: 

Monday 12th July — Sports Day week (for children only, more details on next page) 

Friday 16th July — Pupil Reports published 

Monday 19th July — Meet the Teacher morning (in school, for children only) 

Wednesday 21st July — Own clothes day for all pupils 

Friday 23rd July — School finishes for the Summer Holidays 
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This year’s sports day(s) will operate slightly differently to previous years, in that we will 

be hosting sports days for each year group individually over the course of the week 

beginning Monday 12th July.  

Unfortunately, with the rising case numbers in our local area, we will not be allowing 

parents on site to watch as an extra added precaution to keeping our school          

community safe and minimising the risk of closing additional bubbles before the end 

of the school year. Whilst I recognise this may be disappointing for some, we           

appreciate your understanding  with this decision and our efforts to keep everyone 

safe  

The order of different year groups are as follows: 

Monday 12th July   — Reception 1.30pm—3pm  

 

Tuesday 13th July  — Year 1 9.30am—11.00am 

      Year 6 1.30pm—3pm  

Wednesday 14th July  — Nursery (am) 9.30am—11.00am 

      Nursery (pm) 1.30pm—3pm  

Thursday 15th July   — Year 2 9.30am—11.00am 

      Year 5 1.30pm—3pm 

Friday 16th July   — Year 3 9.30am—11.00am 

      Year 4 1.30pm—3pm 
 

Children will need to come to school in their PE kits on these days. We look forward to 

hosting a fun-filled morning or afternoon of sport for each year group with plenty of 

sunshine (fingers crossed!) 
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On Wednesday this week, we had our summer fire drill. 

All children and staff were present and correct,  

leaving the school building calmly and efficiently.  

It did allow us all the chance to see the fantastic outfits 

that the Year 6 children had chosen for their ‘Wacky 

Fancy Dress’ day. From Ninja turtles to Charlie Chaplin, 

they all looked great and had some inventive ideas! 
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Children in Year 5 have enjoyed looking at statistics in 

maths this week and have made their own class bar 

graphs to display their results. 

Below is a bar graph made by some Year 5  

mathematicians group with their predictions for the  

Euros. (Bar graph was created BEFORE Italy’s penalty 

shoot out win on Tuesday!) 

Questions: 

Which team did most children think would win the Euros? 

Which team did least children think would win the Euros? 
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This week our Pupil Parliament were out and about in the local 

community. 

Hello Gonville! It is your Eco-Minister here. A recent event that the 

Pupil Parliament have taken leadership of happened on Tuesday 

the 6th of July. This was a Mayfield Park clean up, but how exactly 

did this happen? Well, first, Savannah (Prime Minister) and I            

e-mailed a local community group called Thornton Heath 

Community Action Team (THCAT) to help us clean Mayfield Park. Then we received a 

response inviting us to have a zoom meeting with their members. Savannah and I 

explained the problems in detail and in the end, they were willing to help us!  

After we got through the first stage, a member of Croydon Council, Cllr Stuart King 

explained further problems in the park. He put us on to a member of the Council who 

could help us organise a community clean up. She was able to offer us materials to 

carry out the project. Soon, we set up dates of when to start the clean-up. As a result, 

we did a quick clean-up of Mayfield Park with members from our Gonville Community.  

This was a problem that we saw in our local area and through he power of the Pupil 

Parliament, and our Rights to a voice [article 12] being respected, we were able to 

make a difference.  

What change could you help create in our local community? 
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Children in Year 5 and 6 were joined by 

PC’s Allen and Martin on Monday, as 

part of the Youth Engagement work that 

the Metropolitan Police Service do within 

Croydon. They discussed the challenges 

that young people face when they 

move onto secondary and warned 

against the dangers that can present 

themselves in seemingly innocuous  

situations. Thank you Constables! 
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Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is extremely important; when children 

are at school every day, they are able to take part in lessons that have 

been carefully planned to support their progression through many 

different subjects. The expectation is that each child should be at 

school for at least 97% of the term.  

Year Class Attendance 

Reception Goslings 99% 

 Pufflings 91.5% 

1 Robins 93.2% 

 Sparrows 98.3% 

2 Kingfishers 96.3% 

 Woodpeckers 98.3% 

3 Toucans 98% 

 Hornbills 97.7% 

Year Class Attendance 

4 Kestrels 97.9% 

 Eagles 97.5% 

5 Cranes 96.1% 

 Pelicans 97.9% 

 Flamingos 99.3% 

6 Ostriches 98.3% 

 Cassowary  92.9% 

 Emus 99.3% 

Whilst waiting to enter the school site or before coming onto school grounds, please 

could parents and carers of our school community refrain from parking on or across 

driveways, sitting on garden walls and even waiting underneath porches!  

We recognise that due to social distancing and other restrictions that are still currently 

in place, it can be tempting to do any of the above, however please respect the  

privacy and boundaries of our local residents. 
 

Thank you for your on-going consideration and support of all members of our  

community. 

Please could we make a polite request on 

behalf of our local residents of Gonville 

Road and neighbours of the surrounding 

roads, close to the school.  
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Stars of the Week 

 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our PUPAC values 

throughout the week and so they are the Stars of the Week: 

 

Reception:  Reggie and Isaac 

 

Year 1:  Noah and Maryam N 

 

Year 2:  Amariah and Aryan 

 

Year 3:  Tahiry and Robyn 

 

Year 4:  Anum K and Anum M 

 

Year 5:  Christabel, Bhakti and Nakai 

 

Year 6:  Sofia, Samir and Gulsum 

 

Playground:  Minahil and Geo 
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So long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, goodbye…! 

Unfortunately, it is at this time of year that we also have some fond 

farewells to make. The first is Miss Khan who we are delighted to say is 

joining one of our sister schools (Westbridge Academy) within STEP to 

train to become a teacher! Miss Khan has had an incredible impact 

on the Early Years team, provision and set up and we know that she 

will be sorely missed across the school. However, we wish her the very 

best of luck on her journey to becoming a teacher on her PGCE 

course and who knows, we may see her back one day in the future! 

 

Mrs Zaidi will also be joining one of our sister schools from September 

to become English and Phase Leader at Beddington Park          

Academy. Mrs Zaiadi has worked at Gonville since 2017 across both 

KS1 and KS2 classes. Since re-joining us following her maternity 

leave, Mrs Zaidi has continued to demonstrate her impact,          

supporting children right across the school. We wish her every     

success in her new role, where we know she’ll continue to shine! 

We are delighted to welcome back Mrs Bartels 

from maternity leave. We have thoroughly missed 

Mrs Bartels energy, positivity and sense of humour 

and so we hope that you will join us in extending a 

warm welcome back since the birth of her son, 

baby Alijah,  
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At the end of this term, we sadly say goodbye and good luck 

to Mr. Blanks. He has been a fantastic member of the Gonville 

community over the past two years. Mr. Blanks has accepted a 

promotion as Deputy Headteacher at another STEP Academy, 

Heathfield in South Croydon, where we know he'll do a phe-

nomenal job there as well. I know you will all join me when I say 

a huge THANK YOU to Mr. Blanks. His bright friendly smile, loud 

bubbly laugh and morning fist-bumps will be missed!  Good 

Luck Mr Blanks—don’t be a stranger!  

We also say a fond farewell and happy retirement to our Head 

Cook, Lucy. She has worked at STEP for many years, making sure our 

children (and staff) are watered and well- fed. Lucy always takes 

extra care and attention with her presentation of her meals,        

garnishing her meals with colourful vegetables and her delicious 

desserts are a big hit with the children. We will miss Lucy’s bright 

friendly smile at Gonville but we wish her all the best in her              

retirement.  Time to put your feet up and rest Lucy! Thank you for all 

that you have done for us at Gonville Academy!  



 

11 

Gonville 

Gazette 

Passion   Urgency   Positivity    

Aspiration   Commitment 

Academic Year 2020/21 

Issue number 34 

Friday 9th July 2021 



 

12 

Gonville 

Gazette 

Passion   Urgency   Positivity    

Aspiration   Commitment 

Academic Year 2020/21 

Issue number 34 

Friday 9th July 2021 


