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The Daly News 

Another wonderful week down and now only one week to go, until we break for 

half term! Despite the downpours of rain this week, spirits have remained high and 

learning has continued to develop across the academy. 

 

Our popular after-school clubs have yielded some fantastic results during the 

week, cooking club produced some amazing looking jam croissants, gardening 

club managed to squeeze in some potting before the rain and Bollywood dancing 

club were rehearsing their moves in the hall—look out for pictures later in the news 

letter.  

 

You may have heard, that this year the STEP Academy Trust is turning 10 years old! 

As Gonville was the founding school all those years ago, we are having an own 

clothes day on Friday 28th May. We will be making our usual contribution to the 

Croydon Voluntary Action charity, along the London Road, who mentioned that 

toiletries, snack items such as crisps or cereal bars, are also very much appreciated 

along with canned and dried goods they receive, as this helps people who require 

food or nutrition quickly.  

 

In conjunction with our own clothes day celebration, on Friday 28th May, we will 

be offering a fun lunch of burgers (both meat and vegetarian options available), 

chips, veggie crudities, along with cookies and ice-cream for pudding! Look out for 

the revised lunch menu towards the end of this newsletter.  

 

Lastly, as we near the end of this half term, may I extend my thanks once again to 

you, our wonderful Gonville community, for your continued support throughout our 

return to school and beyond. Have a lovely weekend and see you on Monday. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Passion   Urgency   Positivity    

Staff Spotlight 

Mrs Shah 

 

Mrs Shah is a valued member of the Gonville Team and has 

worked her for nearly 20 years. Mrs Shah has worked in many 

year groups but is currently supporting both Year 1 and  

Nursery. Mrs Shah’s kind and caring personality helps our 

younger children to feel safe and secure at school. Mrs Shah 

always comes to school with a smile on her face and we 

hope this will continue for many years to come! 
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This is of Purva 

who created a 

‘Holi festival’ 

cart (including 

coloured  

powder and 

lights!) as part of her 

homework based on our 

hashtag #celebration! I 

think you’ll agree, it’s  

fantastic!   

This team of Year 2 learners created 

some fantastic hedgehog homes as part 

of their home learning and received a 

special Head Teachers award sticker! 

Children in Nursery have been looking at 

different animals and have begun making 

their own (paper) versions. 

Above you can see the farm yard animals 

that they have created using paper plates, 

wool and coloured card! 

Above, children in Year 2 

enjoy a Philosophy for  

Children session in the 

Kingfisher Class with Mr 

Ducote. 
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Children in Year 5 have enjoyed continuing their 

practical exploration of changes of matter.  

This week as part of their Discovery learning, they 

looked into the difference between reversible 

and irreversible changes and experimented the 

two terms. 

Key Vocabulary: 

-Reversible 

-Irreversible   

 

Can you explain the 

difference between 

these two scientific 

terms? 
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Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is extremely important; when children 

are at school every day, they are able to take part in lessons that have 

been carefully planned to support their progression through many 

different subjects. The expectation is that each child should be at 

school for at least 97% of the term.  

Year Class Attendance 

Reception Goslings 91% 

 Pufflings 93.3% 

1 Robins 95.3% 

 Sparrows 93.6% 

2 Kingfishers 97.5% 

 Woodpeckers 96.4% 

3 Toucans 95% 

 Hornbills 95.7% 

Year Class Attendance 

4 Kestrels 96% 

 Eagles 95.4% 

5 Cranes 96.4% 

 Pelicans 94.3% 

 Flamingos 90.2% 

6 Ostriches 92.8% 

 Cassowary  93.1% 

 Emus 88.3% 

As part of their Art topic of ‘People and Artists of Colour’, Year 5 have been looking at 

silhouettes. Using different mediums of pen, pencil and paint, children were able to 

recreate the silhouettes of prominent artists of colour in their lesson. Below are a       

selection of the images they began creating. 
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Stamp Design Competition — Gonville Academy 
Children in Gonville Academy took part in the Royal Mail Stamp Design Competition. 

The winner will have their design made into a stamp which will be distributed to post offices 

and shops up and down the country, and used on letters and other correspondence.  Below 

are some of the designs from each year group. 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Year 3 Year 4 

Year 5 Year 6 
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Own Clothes Day Friday 28th May 

As mentioned in the Daly News at the beginning of 

the newsletter, on Friday 28th May (next Friday), we 

will be hosting another own clothes day for all  

children.  

We are kindly requesting that, if you are able to, children contribute regular canned 

and dried goods to donate to the Croydon Voluntary Action charity based on the  

London Road. The CVA, who are always incredibly grateful for all donations they   

receive  from the Gonville community, did mention that they are in dire need of basic 

toiletries such as toothbrushes, shower gel,  

shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste; as well as food 

stuffs that are either ready to eat or snack ready. 

However, as previously mentioned, the CVA are 

immensely appreciative of all our wonderful  

community provides for Croydon’s most in need. 
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Clubs 

Our Bollywood dancers were creating 

and rehearsing their routines for  

Performance, led by their  

choreographer in chief, Miss Shaafi.  

You could see the routine taking shape 

and we look forward to seeing the full 

run down of the performance when it 

has completely come together—good 

luck dancers! 

Miss Brooke’s Gardening club had to 

dodge the showers this week in order to 

plant their cucumber plants in the  

allotments just outside the dining hall. 

They have now been protected with 

bamboo canes and netting to prevent 

any birds or wildlife pilfering the  

prospective produce! Great job  

Gardeners, we look forward to sampling! 

Miss McKenzie and Miss Field worked with 

their Year 5 and 6’s who attend cooking 

club to create these fantastic looking 

croissants! 

They are filled with jam but  interestingly, 

croissants can be filled with almost  

anything, including custard and  

chocolate! I wonder if there will be any 

takers for broccoli flavoured croissants 

next time? 
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Hello Gonville,  

This week is all about wellbeing and we hope you have enjoyed 

our 5 wellbeing activities during Early Morning Work.   

What is wellbeing anyway?  

Wellbeing is the state of being happy, healthy and comfortable 

so this week was all about keeping your wellbeing good. 

Wellbeing is also known as wellness and the quality of life. So the 

wellbeing of a person is ultimately worthy and what the self-

interest of this person is. It can refer to both positive and negative 

wellbeing.  

How do you stay happy and healthy?  

Here are a few steps to improve your mental wellbeing. 

 Connect with others- maybe try to speak with your family and friends a bit more! 

 Be physically active- spend more time outdoors, and play a sport you like! 
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Written by Louisa and Parina, Y6, Pupil Parliament 

Thank you to all of the pupils 

who use the post-boxes to 

c o n t a c t  t h e  P u p i l 

Parliament. Your ideas, 

opinions and comments are 

highly valued. Well done for 

exercising your right to a 

voice [Article 12]. 

[Flamingos] Aarya, Irfan, Ubaid, Zehra, Mahi, Ila, Shalisa, Farhan, Raarfiah, Gabriel, Aathishan, 

Zoha, Kukua, Geo, Chief, Umar, Bismah, Shaniyah, Tianna, Zaina, Abiraa, Aymna, Ayub Kariesa, 

Nicolas, Bhakti, Ameera, Ubaid, Nick, Zayna. [Toucans] Maryam, Tahiry, Jasmin, Nim, Saida, Halima, 

Osman, Adam, Mohammad K, Yuvraj, Umar, Saida. [Woodpecker] Maybel, Athan. [Sparrows] Ezra. 

[Kestrels] Yusha, Khaqan, 

Kelyce, Elise. [Robins] Bryony, 

Clifford, Mahi, Lusia, Mauina. 

Emaan, Madina, Khadijah. 

[Hornbills] Zainab, Kaleb, 

Abdullah M. [Emus] Donell 

W, Chanelle. 
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Stars of the Week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our PUPAC values 

throughout the week and so they are the stars of the week: 

 

 Rec: Janush and Jett  

 

 

Y1: Mahi and Nethra 

 

 

Y2: Yusra and Shraiya 

   

  

Y3: Enoch and Maryam 

 

 

 Y4: Lucas and Amber-Rose 

 

 

Y5: Ruben, Mahi and Treyon 

 

 

Y6: Donnell, Elodie and Anaya 

 

 

Playground: Reggie (KS1) and Demetrèos (KS2) 

Last Week — Umar (KS2)  
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