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The Daly News 

What a busy week it has been! A wonderful start, with our fantastic Bank 

Holiday on Monday, before a couple of days of learning at school, one day 

of remote home learning due to Polling Day, before finishing the week at 

school today! Phew! 

 

We are of course pleased that we have been able to accommodate the 

local mayoral elections as is customary for Gonville Academy as a Polling 

Station. Fortunately, we have been able to avoid excessive alterations 

given Covid restrictions and the children’s learning has continued at home. 

 

With all this going on, we have already reached the mid-point of this first 

summer half term and now there are only 3 weeks remaining before the half 

term break. You will be pleased to know however, that there are no further 

breaks or disruptions scheduled for those remaining weeks. 

 

We will of course continue our fundraising sweet sale efforts each Friday, as 

we have already raised over £400, an incredible sum, for which we thank 

you, our exceptional Gonville community immensely.  

 

Thank you too, for making the first week of clubs (that began on Tuesday of 

this week) a roaring success, despite the fickle weather! The feedback we 

have received has been excellent and we look forward to seeing children 

each week for their remaining sessions. Have a wonderful, restful weekend.  

 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 
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Staff Spotlight 

Mr Cockar 

 

Mr Cockar has recently joined our school from one of our sister schools, 

Turnham in Brockley. He has already had a fantastic impact on the 

school and the children here, helping to introduce a Pupil Parliament to 

further Pupil Voice and supporting with the introduction of Philosophy for 

Children throughout year groups. The Toucan Class, who he teaches, 

along with other classes around the school have also been subjects for 

Mr Cockar’s other interest of photography, with some of his images now 

appearing  on the school website for all to see. 
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This week has been another excellent week to see 

the range and variety of learning that has been 

going on during our somewhat curtailed week!  

Despite the shorter, three day week, there have still 

been a whole host of activities going on around 

the school and below are a selection of photos 

from across the week. 

Here is a selection of Year 5 discovery home learning. Anjini and Zoha made sculptures out of 

different materials they found as they had been looking at different materials within Science. 

Sophia did some research on different materials and created a 3D, interactive materials poster. 

Hornbills have been enjoying identifying whether items are solids liquids and gases based on 

their characteristics. After listening to the characteristics, they ran across the playground to 

the correct station! 
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Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is extremely important; when children 

are at school every day, they are able to take part in lessons that have 

been carefully planned to support their progression through many 

different subjects. The expectation is that each child should be at 

school for at least 97% of the term.  

Year Class Attendance 

Reception Goslings 95.6% 

 Pufflings 97.7% 

1 Robins 98.9% 

 Sparrows 93.3% 

2 Kingfishers 95.6% 

 Woodpeckers 98.8% 

3 Toucans 98.9% 

 Hornbills 98.9% 

Year Class Attendance 

4 Kestrels 97.7% 

 Eagles 96.6% 

5 Cranes 98.8% 

 Pelicans 96.6% 

 Flamingos 94.4% 

6 Ostriches 92.2% 

 Cassowary  97.7% 

 Emus 96.5% 

Eid Celebrations 

As you may already be aware, many Muslims across the country are currently fasting from 

dawn until sunset for the month Ramadan, which lasts for 29/30 days. At the end of this 

month, Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr (festival celebration of breaking the fast) on the first day 

of the next month, known as Shawwal. 

Muslim dates move around because they are based on the moon. A lunar year lasts just over 

354 days compared to the 365 days of the sun-based Gregorian calendar used by much of 

the western world - and that means Islamic months and events shift back by about 11 days a 

year.  

Depending on the sect of Islam an individual belongs to, will also dictate when exactly the 

month of Ramadan ends. This means for our community that some people will celebrate on 

Wednesday, Thursday or even Friday depending on the lunar cycle. Whichever day you may 

be celebrating, we wish all who recognise ‘Eid Mubarak’. 
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In this week’s instalment from the Pupil Parliament, we hear from 

out Pupil Prime Minister, Savannah, about  African World Heritage 

Day and how it links to the Rights of the Child and Article 30 in  

particular. 

African Heritage Day is a day that celebrates African Culture and Traditions. This  

celebration takes place on the 5th May annually and was first introduced on the 24th 

September 1995. This was because a compromise was reached and decision made 

to create a day where all Africans could observe and really celebrate their culture 

and heritage. Being not only a diverse school but a whole diverse global community, 

I think that it is very important to learn and celebrate one another's differences.  

  

This ties into Article 30 which states that “Every child has the right to learn and use the 

language, customs and religion of their family, regardless of whether these are 

shared by the majority of the people in the country where they live. As a black girl, I 

am very proud of my African ancestry and I really appreciate the importance of this 

day, learning about Africa’s rich cultures and traditions. Also, Did you know that 1500-

2000 languages are spoken in the continent and Africa is home to the world’s oldest 

university? 
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Stars of the Week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our PUPAC values throughout 

the week and so they are the stars of the week: 

 

Rec: Heer and Safa  Y1: Emaan and Casey 

 

Y2: Zain and Red  Y3: Teniola and Syed Abdul  

 

Y4: Hoala and Krina  Y5: Shaniyah, Shreya and Azaan 

 

Y6: Jayani, Maya and Nataysia 

 

Playground:  Hammad (KS1) and Uqba (KS2) 

Progress Report Update 

Due to the various school closures, the regular cycle of parents evenings have been disrupted. 

Therefore, on Tuesday this week your child‘s teacher sent home a progress pamphlet detailing 

their progress to date since September. The pamphlets will reflect your child’s progress across 

curriculum areas from September up until Easter.  For example, if a child was working at greater 

depth in September and is still working at greater depth in April, their progress is expected.  

It can be easy to confuse progress and attainment but after the disruptions over the last two 

years, we have decided to focus on the progress of every child at this point. End of year reports 

will still be published at the end of the Summer Term as usual and will detail how children have 

concluded the year (their attainment) within English, Maths and the other foundation subjects. 

This will tell you the level or grade your child has achieved over the academic year.  

Before then however, on Wednesday and Thursday next week, you will have the opportunity to 

book a telephone appointment, should you wish to, with your child’s class teacher for further   

details on their progress to date. These slots have been sent out on ParentMail. We apologise 

that these dates may clash with Eid celebrations but we have left the booking open up until 

11am on each of the days in the hope that one of them will be suitable. Alternatively, you may 

request an alternative time with the class teacher. 
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Clubs started on Tuesday 4th May! 
The deadline to sign up for our range of clubs has now closed and clubs began from Tuesday 

4th May this week. The full range of clubs will be running next week as it will be a full 5 day 

week, rather than the three day week that we had this week. A list of other equipment that 

children might want to consider bringing (such as an apron or old shirt for Art and Cooking 

club, or warmer clothes for outside clubs such as Cricket and Football) was sent out earlier this 

week via ParentMail.  This is not essential but you might want to consider sending your child or 

children with these items. All children should bring a water bottle.  
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Clubs start from Tuesday 4th May next week! 
Please check the exact date your club starts in the tables below. 
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Clubs 
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