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The Daly News 

Welcome back! I hope that you and your family had an enjoyable and 

restful half-term break, possibly enjoying some of the wellbeing activities 

available on Google Classroom?  

 

I’m sure that you will now be aware, that schools across the country will be 

re-opening from Monday 8th March. This will be to all pupils from Nursery 

through to Year 6. This means that all Google Classroom remote learning will 

cease after Friday 5th March.  

 

Of course, in the undesirable instance of a bubble closure and children 

being sent home to isolate, we would  re-establish remote learning for the 

individual year groups and pupils concerned.  

 

I do hope however, that the Prime Minister’s roadmap out of lockdown is 

one with which we can all begin to see a light at the end of the tunnel and 

life opening up once again. At school, we will maintain our efforts to 

minimise potential transmission by social distancing at drop off and 

collection times, continuing with our personal and hand hygiene regimes 

and keeping our premises clean by addressing contact points around the 

school. 

 

I must express my enormous gratitude and appreciation for all your support 

during this time; not only with your child(ren)’s remote online learning but 

also for the school as a whole. I recognise that these unprecedented times 

have placed an incredible strain on many families and yet the on-going 

incredibly positive response to change and last minute adaptations, remind 

me of what an amazing place Gonville is.  

 

Lastly, I would like to reassure you that once we do return we will be doing 

everything in our power to make the transition back to school based 

learning as smooth as possible. This will of course include monitoring the  

wellbeing of pupils and staff across the school, as well as balancing this with 

the rigor of returning to academic classwork.  

 
 

Best Wishes, 

 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 
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Changes for this half term 

As mentioned in the newsletter sent out just before 

half-term, one prominent request from parents and 

carers from our remote learning survey was that it 

would be beneficial if children had more frequent   

access to their teachers throughout the week.  

As a result, we have introduced Ask Me sessions which started this week. Teachers 

have posted a link during the allocated times (please see table below) and children 

can join the session and talk through the learning with a teacher.  

If your child is finding anything difficult or needs further clarification, a teacher is there 

to answer the questions or give further feedback or modelling.  

Due to childcare arrangements for children currently attending our critical worker 

provision, it may not always be your child’s class teacher but it will be someone who 

works within that phase and is familiar with the learning. 

 

We have tried our best to timetable these sessions so that siblings who are sharing   

devices can still access their usual Google Meet sessions as well as their Year group 

Ask Me sessions. Please see the timetable below: 

 

Please note: The Ask Me Sessions are optional but the Google Meet sessions are  

compulsory.  

 **Google Meet and Ask Me sessions will cease after Friday 5th March as all children return to 

school from Monday 8th March. 
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Google Classroom 

As you will be aware, we have now moved 

our entire curriculum online to facilitate re-

mote learning using the Google Classroom 

platform. This remote learning option, whilst 

not the same as face-to-face teaching, has 

allowed our children to continue to learn 

and access the lessons that their teachers 

have put together. 

Class Streams 

The Google Classroom streams, have proved 

incredibly popular and are great way for both 

teachers and pupils to communicate quickly 

and effectively.  

On the class streams, teachers post a daily 

class greeting introducing the learning for the 

day, signpost their class to important messages 

or videos and to pass on any information that 

might support their learning.  

Your child will have been sent home with their Google Classroom login details (either on 

a sheet of paper or stuck into the front of their homework books), however if you have 

any problems then please use the teachers emails below to contact your child’s class 

teacher.  
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earlyyearsteachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year1teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year2teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year3teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year4teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year5teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year6teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 
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World Book Day (and Week!) 
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Next week, on Thursday 4th March, is World Book Day. As is 

customary, we will be extending this year’s celebration 

across the entirety of next week via Google Classroom. 

Each day next week, there will be a wide range of different  

activities and challenges for the children to complete such 

as; Guess the Book, Masked Reader Challenge, Twitter 

Challenges, Favourite Character Dress Up Day and more! 

Science Week 8th March 

Please keep an eye on the Google Classroom Stream for updates of various different 

tasks and activities. On Monday there will be an introductory World Book Day assembly 

and a link to a tour of a virtual library. On Tuesday, there will be a link for a selection of 

free audio books! By Wednesday there will be a link to a series of live readings of books 

and extracts designed simply to make you laugh! Thursday, as already mentioned is 

World Book Day itself (with all the pageantry of character dress up!) and we finish the 

week on Friday with a selection of live poetry performances. Phew—it’s going to be 

great! 

The week commencing Monday 8th 

March will mark the beginning of 

British Science Week. Children will be 

looking at variety famous  scientists 

through texts along with their class 

teachers, as well as tackling some 

practical hands on experiments 

throughout the week as well! 

Discovery Knowledge Organisers 

Children now have access to a range of different ‘knowledge organiser’ documents 

for each of the subjects Science, History, Geography and Music, they study as part of 

their wider learning. These documents are used in each of their particular afternoon 

Discovery lessons and copies can be found on the school website at this address    

https://gonvilleacademy.org/key-stage-curriculum/ 
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Google Meet 

It has been wonderful to see the children during their weekly 

Google Meet video catch up sessions. After one or two 

teething issues to ensure that everyone could connect, this 

weekly fixture has brought both children and teachers alike 

a welcome chance to share their experiences both in the 

virtual world of Google Classroom and the real one too! 
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Google Meet sessions are designed to be between 30-45 minutes in duration to allow 

all children to contribute. Some sessions may finish earlier than this if everything has 

been covered but children are encouraged to share what they have been doing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polite requests and reminders 

 Be ready to discuss things that you might have done other than school work 

 Sit in a quiet room or space for your Google Meet  

 Disconnect at the end of the call when your teacher asks you to 

 Keep your camera switched on throughout the meeting  

 Respect the contributions of others by showing active listening throughout 

 Keep your background the same throughout the meeting  

 Unmute when asked and mute after you finish speaking 
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Challenge: Make something unbelievable out of paper !  

As you may be aware, as part of our remote learning provision 

and as a lighter alternative to the academic requirements of the 

children, we post a variety of fun challenge activities on our 

school twitter account @gonvilleacademy   

We would love you to join in with these challenges.  

Below are a few photographs from challenges this week! 

Twitter Challenge 

Casey’s origami frog on a lillypad 

Mr Cockar’s bubble created a 

selection of different items from 

birds, to turtles and even a rose! 

Aqsa created a magnificent multi-coloured bird! 
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This PDF has been sent out via Parent Mail before half term or it can be accessed via 

our school website.  

You’ve all been working so hard that it is important to also think about our wellbeing. 

Try these  suggested activities and open yourself up to different possibilities.  

Wellbeing Activities 

These activities are optional and we would love to see photos of your child completing 

these tasks. Please send these photos to the year group teacher emails and say if 

you’re happy for these to be included in the next newsletter. We’d love to share it with 

our community.  
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STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021 

 

AUTUMN TERM   Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)  

 

Half Term Break   Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)  

 

Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)  

 

Christmas Break   Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021  

 

 

SPRING TERM   Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)  

 

Half Term Break  Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021 

 

Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)  

 

Easter Break    Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021  

 

 

SUMMER TERM   Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)  

 

May Day Bank Holiday  Monday 3 May 2021 
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