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The Daly News 

We made it! The end of another half term and time for a well-earned break 

from the day-to-day routine and to perhaps even try a few wellbeing 

activities?!  I hope you enjoyed the Year 6 video. Click here to view it. 

  

What with the obvious challenges presented by a last minute national 

lockdown and subsequent school closures, juggling remote learning, 

domestic duties at home and more recently navigating the snow flurries this 

week—it certainly hasn’t been without its difficulties! 

 

But throughout it all, we have tried to maintain our balance; not only with 

our sure footing in the snow but by also ensuring we are carefully monitoring 

wellbeing for our entire community alongside the demands of the 

academic curriculum. 

 

It is a very different picture and landscape to the one that we envisaged at  

the beginning of the academic year. We can only hope that things return 

to a more normal looking picture after Monday 8th March, when we will 

hear from the government about the national lockdown and schools. 

 

Before then however, we will return to our devices and screens to complete 

2 full weeks (remotely and online of course) after half term, before hopefully 

we see a change for the better. 

 

Until such times, we will continue our commitment to remain positive and 

upbeat by keeping our minds and bodies as active as possible. Video 

calling friends and family always helps brighten my mood. 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed both the activities that have been provided 

on Google Classroom and maybe even some of this week’s snow?! 

Nevertheless, whatever you do over your half term break, I hope that you 

and your family stay safe and warm—I look forward to our return to learning 

on Monday 22nd February 
 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

 

Headteacher 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w05eb7rDpq8&safe=active
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Changes from after half term 

Last week’s newsletter highlighted the results from the 

parent survey. Although a large majority of parents 

wanted to keep the remote learning the same as it 

gave them the flexibility around managing their work 

schedules with the remote learning expectations for 

all their children, we also listened to the feedback   

suggestions made by all families.  One prominent request was that children had more 

frequent access to their teachers throughout the week. 

 

From after half term, we will be introducing Ask Me sessions. Teachers will post a link 

during the allocated times and children can join the session and talk through the 

learning with a teacher.  If your child is finding anything difficult or needs further             

clarification, a teacher will be there to answer the questions or give further feedback 

or modelling. Due to childcare arrangements for children currently attending our key 

worker provision, it may not always be your child’s teacher but it will be someone who 

works within that phase and is familiar with the learning. 

 

We have tried our best to timetable these sessions so that siblings who are sharing   

devices can still access their usual Google Meet sessions as well as their Year group 

Ask Me sessions. Please see the timetable below: 

 

Please note: The Ask Me Sessions are optional but the Google Meet sessions are  

compulsory.  
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Google Classroom 

As you will be aware, we have now moved 

our entire curriculum online to facilitate re-

mote learning using the Google Classroom 

platform. This remote learning option, whilst 

not the same as face-to-face teaching, has 

allowed our children to continue to learn 

and access the lessons that their teachers 

have put together. 

Class Streams 

The Google Classroom streams, have proved 

incredibly popular and are great way for both 

teachers and pupils to communicate quickly 

and effectively.  

On the class streams, teachers post a daily 

class greeting introducing the learning for the 

day, signpost their class to important messages 

or videos and to pass on any information that 

might support their learning.  

Your child will have been sent home with their Google Classroom login details (either on 

a sheet of paper or stuck into the front of their homework books), however if you have 

any problems then please use the teachers emails below to contact your child’s class 

teacher.  
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earlyyearsteachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year1teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year2teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year3teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year4teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year5teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year6teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 
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Google Classroom 
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Early Years 

Children represented their understanding of this week’s 

topic: opposites, how they would show the number 13 

and also the fun they have had in the snow! 
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Year 3 and 4 

Children in Years 3 and 4 have submitted some fantastic 

pictures and photos to their teachers on Google Classroom. 

Below are some excellent examples, well done all! 

Elsie enjoyed the snow! 
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Google Meet 

It has been wonderful to see the children during their weekly 

Google Meet video catch up sessions. After one or two 

teething issues to ensure that everyone could connect, this 

weekly fixture has brought both children and teachers alike 

a welcome chance to share their experiences both in the 

virtual world of Google Classroom and the real one too! 
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Google Meet sessions are designed to be between 30-45 minutes in duration to allow 

all children to contribute. Some sessions may finish earlier than this if everything has 

been covered but children are encouraged to share what they have been doing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polite requests and reminders 

 Be ready to discuss things that you might have done other than school work 

 Sit in a quiet room or space for your Google Meet  

 Disconnect at the end of the call when your teacher asks you to 

 Keep your camera switched on throughout the meeting  

 Respect the contributions of others by showing active listening throughout 

 Keep your background the same throughout the meeting  

 Unmute when asked and mute after you finish speaking 
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Challenge: Create make the most expressive face using the things around you!  

As you may be aware, as part of our remote learning provision 

and as a lighter alternative to the academic requirements of the 

children, we post a variety of fun challenge activities on our 

school twitter account @gonvilleacademy   

We would love you to join in with these challenges.  

Below are a few photographs from a challenge this week! 

Twitter Challenge 

These were Ben’s four expressive faces—he has used a glass of milk and a bottles of 

water for the eyes, the pull from a milk bottle for the nose and a selection of different 

items from pens to tissues for the mouth. Do you think you can make each face? 
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This PDF has been sent out via Parent Mail or it can be accessed 

via our school website.  

You’ve all been working so hard this term that now it’s time to focus on our wellbeing. 

Try these  suggested activities and open yourself up to different possibilities.  

Half Term Wellbeing Activities 

These activities are optional and we would love to see photos of your child completing 

these tasks. Please send these photos to the year group teacher emails and say if 

you’re happy for these to be included in the next newsletter. We’d love to share it with 

our community.  
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STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021 

 

AUTUMN TERM   Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)  

 

Half Term Break   Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)  

 

Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)  

 

Christmas Break   Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021  

 

 

SPRING TERM   Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)  

 

Half Term Break  Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021 

 

Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)  

 

Easter Break    Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021  

 

 

SUMMER TERM   Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)  

 

May Day Bank Holiday  Monday 3 May 2021 
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