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The Daly News 

What a difference a week makes?! Last week, I finished by thanking you, 

our wonderful Gonville community, for the continual support and words of 

encouragement that you have offered both myself and all the staff here at 

school.  
 

This has been greatly appreciated as we continue to journey through the 

current lockdown. You will have no doubt have heard Wednesday’s 

announcement that schools will remain closed until Monday 8th March—at 

least.  
 

Whilst this news was difficult to digest, especially as we approach 12 months 

of various restrictions, I took solace in the knowledge that our school 

community have successfully navigated two previous lockdowns and I 

have every confidence that we do the same again this time around. 
 

As a parent myself, I understand the challenges that remote home learning 

can present; juggling domestic, work and childcare commitments is not 

easy and I thank you all for your on-going support of your children’s online 

learning during these most challenging of times. Please see the 

announcement on page 3 about our survey sent via ParentMail today. 
 

Of course we will continue to keep you updated with any further news that 

we receive. However, in the meantime I hope that you too are looking after 

your mental health, perhaps enjoying some of the Google Classroom Well-

Being activities with your children ahead of Children’s Mental Health week 

next week? Thank you and stay safe. 
 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Statutory Assessment  

As you will no doubt be aware, the 2021 national curriculum assessments, including 

key stage 1 and key stage 2 tests (SAT’s for Year 2 and Year 6), phonics screening 

check and multiplication tables check, have been cancelled. Arrangements for 

2021/22 will be published in the autumn term. Instead, the government has requested 

that teachers report their professional teacher assessments to their local authority in 

place of the usual formal standard statutory assessments. As with all our assessments, 

judgements will be moderated across the STEP Academy Trust. 
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Well-Being Activities 

You may have seen the Well-

being with Mr Brown section 

in the Classwork area of your 

child’s Google Classroom.  

Here there are daily activities 

designed to keep wellbeing 

an important part of your 

child’s daily activities. 

These children have already 

made some stress balls!  

 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. The week is 

run by children’s mental health charity Place2Be and this 

year’s theme is Express Yourself. In these times of  

uncertainty, supporting our mental health is important. 

 

During the week, your child(ren) will have the opportunity to participate in a number of 

wellbeing activities which will be on Google Classroom. There will also be two assemblies. 

The week will focus on encouraging children to find creative ways to share their feelings 

through activities they enjoy.  

 

Please use the following link to find out more about advice for parents, games to play 

and further wellbeing activities: 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/ 

 

On Thursday 4th February, we are asking children to dress in bright clothes in support of 

children’s mental health week. If you would like your child(ren) to take part, please post 

a photograph on the Google Classroom stream or on our Twitter page. 

 

If you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing, please do not hesitate to con-

tact me. You can either ring the school or send an email to office@gonvilleacademy.org 

and mark it for the attention of Emma Bullworthy. 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
mailto:office@gonvilleacademy.org
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Google Classroom 

As you will be aware, we have now moved our entire curriculum online to facilitate 

remote learning using the Google Classroom platform. This remote learning option, 

whilst not the same as face-to-face teaching, has allowed our children to continue to 

learn and access the lessons that their teachers have put together. 

Class Streams 

The Google Classroom streams, have proved 

incredibly popular and are great way for both 

teachers and pupils to communicate quickly 

and effectively.  

On the class streams, teachers post a daily 

class greeting introducing the learning for the 

day, signpost their class to important messages 

or videos and to pass on any information that 

might support their learning.  

Your child will have been sent home with their Google Classroom login details (either on 

a sheet of paper or stuck into the front of their homework books), however if you have 

any problems then please use the teachers emails below to contact your child’s class 

teacher.  
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earlyyearsteachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year1teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year2teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year3teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year4teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year5teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year6teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

Survey 
As we continually seek to refine and develop our online learn-

ing provision, we would like to take this opportunity to ask for 

your feedback regarding what we have so far. Today, you will 

have received a ParentMail, including a survey, with two op-

tions outlined for you to choose from. The deadline for the sur-

vey is Wednesday 3rd February and we thoroughly appreciate 

your feedback. 
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Google Classroom 

Below are some examples of the Google Classroom 

work that some of our children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

have completed in their bubbles and at home (check 

out Mahdi’s fruit salad!) that they have submitted to 

their class teachers throughout the week. 
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Year 3 and 4 bubble  Hamidah  

received special 

recognition and 

a fantastic gold 

sticker for read-

ing her story with 

fluency and  

expression —  

w e l l  d o n e 

Hamidah. 

Emeka, Daniel, Diya, 

Joanna, Lorena, 

Melissa and 

Hamidah made cup 

trifles with Miss Anwar 

and Mrs Warbey. You 

can see the steps as 

they made ready for 

whipped cream! 
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Google Classroom 

Year 5 and 6 Bubble 

As part of our  well-being section on Google Classroom, 

this week Mr Ducote showed us how to make a tasty fruit 

salad — take a look at Mahdi re-creating a delicious 

looking version at home! 
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To the right— Sophia, has created her very own Stone Age Pottery! 

 

Below—Year 6 work studiously on their Maths on Google Classroom, 

making sure they use the inverse to check their calculations! 
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Google Meet 

It has been wonderful to see the children during their weekly 

Google Meet video catch up sessions. After one or two 

teething issues to ensure that everyone could connect, this 

weekly fixture has brought both children and teachers alike 

a welcome chance to share their experiences both in the 

virtual world of Google Classroom and the real one too! 
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Google Meet sessions are designed to be between 30-45 minutes in duration to allow 

all children to contribute. Some sessions may finish earlier than this if everything has 

been covered but children are encouraged to share what they have been doing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polite requests and reminders 

 Be ready to discuss things that you might have done other than school work 

 Sit in a quiet room or space for your Google Meet  

 Disconnect at the end of the call when your teacher asks you to 

 Keep your camera switched on throughout the meeting  

 Respect the contributions of others by showing active listening throughout 

 Keep your background the same throughout the meeting  

 Unmute when asked and mute after you finish speaking 
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Challenge: Create your own paper hat and wear it!  

As you may be aware, as part of our remote learning provision 

and as a lighter alternative to the academic requirements of the 

children, we post a variety of fun challenge activities on our 

school twitter account @gonvilleacademy   

We would love you to join in with these challenges.  

Below are a few photographs from a challenge this week! 

Twitter Challenge 

Extra Learning Artwork! 

Year 3 and 4 have been learning about the Blitz as part of their discovery topic and 

below are a few pieces of artwork that have been sent in — super silhouettes and 

brilliant backgrounds! 
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STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021 

 

AUTUMN TERM   Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)  

 

Half Term Break   Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)  

 

Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)  

 

Christmas Break   Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021  

 

 

SPRING TERM   Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)  

 

Half Term Break  Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021 

 

Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)  

 

Easter Break    Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021  

 

 

SUMMER TERM   Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)  

 

May Day Bank Holiday  Monday 3 May 2021 
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