
 

1 

Gonville 

Gazette 

Passion   Urgency   Positivity    

Aspiration   Commitment 

Academic Year 2020/21 

Issue number 15 

Friday 22nd January 2021 

The Daly News 

Welcome back to our weekly Gonville Gazette newsletter, it is great to 

finally be able to write to you, our wonderful Gonville community, again 

each week to share the different learning, events and activities that are 

happening around our (virtual) school. 

 

I must apologies for the brief, two-week absence since our last 

newsletter before we broke up for the winter break, as I’m sure you can 

imagine, the last minute announcements from the government and DfE 

have left many schools having to react within days and even hours 

notice! 

 

We do, for now at least, have some stability for the next few weeks in 

knowing the situation up until half term, which should allow us to get 

back to this, our latest new normal.  

 

We will now, each week be sending out this our weekly newsletter to 

keep you updated on how children are progressing with their remote 

and online learning, to inform you of any developments and to share 

the achievements of the children whilst the school remains closed.  

 

I would like to close by thanking you, the Gonville community, for all 

your support, patience and understanding during these most 

challenging of times - this has been an enormous help to the entire 

team here.  

 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Statutory Assessment  

As you will no doubt be aware, the 2021 national curriculum assessments, including 

key stage 1 and key stage 2 tests (SAT’s for Year 2 and Year 6), phonics screening 

check and multiplication tables check, have been cancelled. Arrangements for 

2021/22 will be published in the autumn term. Instead, the government has requested 

that teachers report their professional teacher assessments to their local authority in 

place of the usual formal standard statutory assessments. As with all our assessments, 

judgements will be moderated across the STEP Academy Trust. 
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Parent Governor Announcement 
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It brings us great pleasure to announce the 

appointment of our new parent governor for 

Gonville Academy, Ms Kadene Yussuff. 

Ms Yussuff takes on the role from our previous 

parent governor, Ms Simmons. We are very 

much looking forward to working with and 

welcoming Ms Yussuff to the Gonville team. 

When asked, she had this to say;  

"Hello parents and guardians at Gonville 

Academy. I am looking forward to being a 

representative for all parents at Gonville, and 

every school under the STEP Trust. I look         

forward to meeting you once the lockdown 

has ended. Until then, stay safe."   

Staff Testing Announcement 

On Thursday of this week, you will have 

received an email to inform you of the 

governments desire for primary school 

teachers to be tested for COVID-19. This 

is an option for staff only at this time. 

The government guidelines state; 

“All primary schools, school-based nurseries and maintained nursery schools will start  

to receive deliveries of home testing kits to offer to all their staff from 18th January.  

This testing is not mandatory for staff and staff do not need to provide proof of a 

negative test result to attend school or nursery in person, although participation in 

testing is strongly advised.” 

All Gonville staff will be strongly encouraged to support the testing process. 
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Google Classroom 

As you will be aware, we have now moved our entire curriculum online to facilitate 

remote learning using the Google Classroom platform. This remote learning option, 

whilst not the same as face-to-face teaching, has allowed our children to continue to 

learn and access the lessons that their teachers have put together. 

Class Streams 

The Google Classroom streams, have proved 

incredibly popular and are great way for both 

teachers and pupils to communicate quickly 

and effectively.  

On the class streams, teachers post a daily 

class greeting introducing the learning for the 

day, signpost their class to important messages 

or videos and to pass on any information that 

might support their learning.  

Your child will have been sent home with their Google Classroom login details (either on 

a sheet of paper or stuck into the front of their homework books), however if you have 

any problems then please use the teachers emails below to contact your child’s class 

teacher.  
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earlyyearsteachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year1teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year2teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year3teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year4teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year5teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 

year6teachers@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk 
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Google Classroom 

Below are some examples of the Google 

Classroom work that some of our children 

in years 1 and 2 have submitted to their 

class teachers. 
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In English,  

Aahil rewrote a 

story ending.  

He included a 

new problem 

and a solution 

also.  

In English,  

Zachary wrote 

a new story 

ending.  

He extended 

his work by  

using inverted 

commas for 

speech.   

Athan has written 

a set of instruc-

tions at home. He 

used imperative 

verbs to tells us 

exactly what to 

do. He also drew 

pictures to  

illustrate his work! 
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Google Meet 

It has been wonderful to see the children during their weekly 

Google Meet video catch up sessions. After one or two 

teething issues to ensure that everyone could connect, this 

weekly fixture has brought both children and teachers alike 

a welcome chance to share their experiences both in the 

virtual world of Google Classroom and the real one too! 
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Google Meet sessions are designed to be between 30-45 minutes in duration to allow 

all children to contribute. Some sessions may finish earlier than this if everything has 

been covered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polite requests and reminders 

 Be ready to discuss things that you might have done other than school work 

 Sit in a quiet room or space for your Google Meet  

 Disconnect at the end of the call when your teacher asks you to 

 Keep your camera switched on throughout the meeting  

 Respect the contributions of others by showing active listening throughout 

 Keep your background the same throughout the meeting  

 Unmute when asked and mute after you finish speaking 
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EYFS/KS1 bubble challenge: 

Create an upside down portrait of 

yourself.  

Teegan said, "This is really tricky, I keep 

putting the eyes too high up!" 

As you may be aware, as part of our remote learning provision 

and as a lighter alternative to the academic requirements of the 

children, we post a variety of fun challenge activities on our 

school twitter account @gonvilleacademy   

We would love you to join in with these challenges.  

Below are a few highlights from this week’s set of challenges! 

Twitter Challenge 
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Year 3/4 bubble  

Challenge: 

Build the highest tower. Highest tower wins.  

The bubble split into two groups. Team one got cubes and team two got dice and 

coins. Each team showed communication and teamwork skills to work together to 

create the highest tower. The team with the cubes built lengthways and hoped it 

would stand up on it own and the other team stacked the dice then the coins. In the 

end team two one as team ones cubes couldn't stand up on their own.  

 

KS1 bubble Challenge: 

Create and demonstrate the spookiest 

animal.  

We have a very spooky bat and dino-

saur.  
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STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021 

 

AUTUMN TERM   Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)  

 

Half Term Break   Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)  

 

Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)  

 

Christmas Break   Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021  

 

 

SPRING TERM   Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)  

 

Half Term Break  Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021 

 

Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)  

 

Easter Break    Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021  

 

 

SUMMER TERM   Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)  

 

May Day Bank Holiday  Monday 3 May 2021 
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