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The Daly News 

Last Thursday saw the start of Black History Month in schools up and down the 

county and children at Gonville began celebrating famous black figures, who 

have overcome barriers and discrimination to achieve amazing 

accomplishments, though faced with seemingly insurmountable injustices.  

 

As a Rights Respecting School, that places the UN articles for child human 

rights  at the centre of its approach to addressing inequality, this year we 

have highlighted the plight of two incredible young people; Malala Yousefzei 

and Phinoa Mutesi. 

 

Since commencing last week, children have shared their ideas, thoughts and 

feelings on a range of issues and people associated with the elimination of 

discrimination, and it has been incredible to hear their wonderfully positive, 

refreshing and optimistic views about what they want their tomorrow to look 

like. I thoroughly look forward to seeing this year’s home learning projects and 

hearing about their range of new learning. 

 

As we progress towards the rapidly approaching half term, I just wanted to 

remind you of the term dates. This week therefore, the academy term dates 

are included on the next page. Please do take a moment to read through 

them carefully, as for this year, the October half term will now be for two 

weeks rather than one, as it has been previously. 
 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Staff Spotlight 

Mrs Edwards  

 

 

 

Ms Edwards has been part of the Gonville family both as a member of 

staff and as a pupil herself! Although Ms Edwards has worked throughout 

the school, she is an amazing Early Years practitioner and is an asset to 

the Nursery team. Ms Edwards’ infectious smile and bubbly nature make 

her very popular with the children and her warmth shines through.  
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STEP TERM DATES AUTUMN 2020 - SUMMER 2021 
 

AUTUMN TERM   Thursday 3 September – Friday 23 October 2020 (37 days)  

 
Half Term Break   Monday 26 October – Friday 6 November 2020 (2 weeks)  

 
Monday 9 November – Friday 18 December 2020 (30 days)  

 
Christmas Break   Monday 21 December 2020 – Friday 1 January 2021  

 
 

SPRING TERM   Monday 4 January – Friday 12 February 2021 (30 days)  

 
Half Term Break  Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 2021 

 
Monday 22 February – Thursday 1 April 2021 (29 days)  

 

Easter Break    Friday 2 April – Friday 16 April 2021  

 

 

SUMMER TERM   Monday 19 April – Friday 28 May 2021 (29 days)  

 
May Day Bank Holiday  Monday 3 May 2021 

  

Half Term Break   Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2021  

 

Monday 7 June – Friday 23 July 2021 (35 days)  

 

INSET  

Wednesday 2 September 2020  

Monday 26 July 2021 - STEP INSET 
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Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is extremely important; when children 

are at school every day, they are able to take part in lessons that have 

been carefully planned to support their progression through many 

different subjects. The expectation is that each child should be at 

school for at least 97% of the term.  

Year Class Attendance 

Reception Goslings 93% 

 Pufflings 96.7% 

1 Robins 94.7% 

 Sparrows 92.4% 

2 Kingfishers 98.3% 

 Woodpeckers 89% 

3 Toucans 93.2% 

 Hornbills 95.0% 

Year Class Teacher 

4 Kestrels 99.3% 

 Eagles 98% 

5 Cranes 96% 

 Pelicans 94.5% 

 Flamingos 96.6% 

6 Ostriches 98.3% 

 Cassowary  98.3% 

 Emus 98.9% 
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As we know, across the year when the weather gets colder and 

the temperature begins to drop, illness and absence can happen. 

If your child is unwell and is off sick, please can we politely remind 

you to leave a clear telephone message on the school’s absence 

line answerphone service.  

Please leave the message before 8.30am and please state your 

child’s name and class clearly. You will need to make a call for 

each day that your child is absent. So, for example, if your child 

was off for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, you would need to 

make a call in the morning on each of those days. 

Finally, any medical letters, documentation or texts backing up the child’s illness can be 

emailed to the office, which is very much appreciated. The email is as follows 

office@gonvilleacademy.org 
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PE days  

STEP Zone Breakfast Club (7.30am - 8.55am)  

STEP Zone Breakfast Club opened from Monday 7th September and is £2 / day.  

To reserve a place for your child,  please complete the booking form sent via Parent 

Mail and return to   gonvilleoffice@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk  

 

STEP Zone After-School Club  (3:15pm - 6pm)  

STEP Zone After-school Club runs every day after school from 3.15 until 6.00pm and is 

£9 / day. If your child’s finish time is earlier than 3.15pm, they will remain with their class 

teacher until 3.15pm, when a member of staff will accompany your child to STEP Zone. 

 

After school clubs 

TBC 

As detailed in the uniform policy, of which P.E. kit is a part, children should 

wear the correct uniform for activities at school, including P.E. lessons. For 

P.E. these are, 

- P.E. House Team colour t-shirt (Red, Yellow, Blue, Green) 

- Sweatshirt (plain Grey, Blue or Black) 

- Jogging Trouser or Shorts (plain Grey, Blue or Black) 

- Trainers or Plimsolls (plain/unmarked, no lights or wheels) 

Our P.E. team monitors P.E. kits carefully to ensure the safe participation of 

all children in lessons with the appropriate attire.  

Ath-leisure wear, football shirts and non-P.E. uniform are not permitted.  

Thank you for your support. 

Nursery - Wednesday Yr 2 - Friday  Yr 5 - Wednesday 

Reception - Friday   Yr 3 - Thursday Yr 6 - Monday 

Yr 1 - Tuesday   Yr 4 - Tuesday 

Please ensure the children come to school wearing their PE kits.  
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Our Learning 
This week in English, some of the Year 4 children have 

been delving into all things newspaper related. During 

their learning, children looked at the composition and 

structure of newspapers and the different features that 

were common to all of them. Reading through a range 

of different articles was only the beginning before they 

began planning their own headlines! 

 

Looking at the headlines, photos and captions... 

...identifying the common features of different newspapers... 

...and finally planning their very own newspapers! 
Common Features 

 Headlines 

 Images 

 Captions 

 Paragraphs 

 Columns 
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Our Learning (cont…) 

In KS1, Discovery lessons have been very creative and 

hands on. Children have been learning about animals, 

humans and their habitats. To showcase their learning, 

they produced habitat dioramas and 'a safari in a tray'! 

These miniature versions of larger environments reflect the 

diversity that can be found in different natural habitats. 

Can you identify the different habitats in the diorama’s above?  

Use the animal life in their natural habitat to help you! 
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Our Learning (cont…) 

In Year 5 and 6, children have been learning about the 

use of tone, line and shading with Art lessons. This was 

combined with their Scientific enquiry around the topic,  

Animals including Humans, of how the human body 

changes as it moves into old age. Below are some  

examples of Art work from our Year 6 children. 

Donnell Nahvalan 

Yemaya Sarah 
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Home Learning 

As part of their ICT homework, two of our Year 6 pupils designed and created their 

own fantastic 3D robots! Well done to both Parina and Rephael. 

LitterBot 

“My Robot is called the LitterBot as its 

job is to pick up litter. It has eyes to 

scan for tiny bits of rubbish to help 

keep our world clean. It has 8 legs; 2 

have claws to pick up litter and the 

other 6 are to hold the bag for the 

rubbish. LitterBot also has 2 hands 

which helps to clean benches and 

bins.” Parina  

Orgadrone 

“My invention is the Orgadrone. Orga comes from organisms 

and the robot is a drone. The Orgadrone is a robot that 

plants saplings in dry and deforested zones to help regain 

more oxygen and animal homes. It has an eye which scans 

for poachers which are killing animals. The Orgadrone has a 

solar panel on the top and large dispensers at the bottom 

which plants the seeds.” 

Rephael 

Thank you to all our parents and carers for ensuring that you 

are still observing social distancing measures that we have in 

place. Although this might seem frustrating, it does mean that 

all members of our community can drop off their child(ren) 

and collect their child(ren) as safely as possible at the  

beginning and end of the school day.  

We politely ask that all parents and carers remind their  

children to respect the position of others already queueing 

when joining the queue themselves. 

We have already seen a reduction in congestion at these 

busy points of the day so thank you for helping to keep us all 

safe.  

Social Distancing  
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Pupil Voice 

Last week, we featured some of the thoughts and 

feelings of our Key Stage 2 children about how they 

have found their return back to school, following 

their longest break to date, post lockdown. This 

week it’s the turn of our Key Stage 1 children and 

Year 3. Below are some of their responses. 

Stars of the Week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our PUPAC values and so 

they are the stars of the week: 

Rec: Aniah and Hadia  

Y1: Sophia and Haleema Y2: Alishba and Jasmine  

Y3: Ezra and Mursal Y4: Daniel and Malaikah Y5:  Jayzia, Isaac and Zayna  

Y6: Aisha, Manha and Malakai    

 

Playground:  Isabelle (KS1) and Muhammad K (KS2) 

“I like being back at school because I get to play with all my friends.” - Sinthia, Year 1. 
 

“I have enjoyed being back at school. Learning is what I like the most.” - Ezra, Year 1. 

“I much prefer being at school so I can see my teachers and my friends.” - Maryam R, 

Year 3 . 
 

“I just feel happy at school and I like learning at school because you get to be with 

your friends.” - Arjun, Year 3. 

“I feel happy to be back as I missed my friends.” - Isabelle  , Year 2. 
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MENU 


