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The Daly News 

Having just completed our first full week back, it’s with a great sense of pride 

and gratitude, that I write this week. Despite the significant changes that we 

have had to made to many things like the times of the school day and the 

times and locations of our play and lunchtimes, seeing everyone, pupils, 

parents and staff alike, all pulling together to make the ‘new normal’ work 

has been a delight to see. It serves as a reminder to me, just how fortunate I 

am and we are to work, learn and progress, in such a fantastic community. 
 

Even with the changes in place, there has still be much going on in and 

around the school during this first full week back. All children have 

demonstrated their resilience and commitment during various assessments 

this week, whilst many were also then able to let off some steam during their 

first P.E lesson – thankfully, the weather has been fairly kind to us! Each year 

group also watched their first video assembly as a class bubble, in another 

adaptation that will now be a weekly regular. 
 

So, with the weekend around the corner and the first week complete, it 

remains only for me to extend my continued thanks to you, our fantastic 

Gonville community, for your on-going support of the school and our 

wonderful pupils. 
 

Have a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Daly  

Headteacher 

Staff Spotlight 

Daniel 

Dankwah 

I know that you will join me in giving a warm Gonville welcome to one of our 

newest additions to the Gonville team, Daniel, our new caretaker. Daniel joined 

the Gonville Premises team just before school closed prior to lockdown from an-

other of our STEP academies, Heathfield. He brings with him a wealth of experi-

ence and expertise, and he has taken over the reigns of Mr Sa, who has himself, 

moved onto another STEP academy. Already, Daniel has made himself an inval-

uable member of the Gonville Team and we are very grateful to have him on 

board; the school premises are looking fantastic and I am sure the children will 

be able to tell you all the changes they have seen inside the school. If you see 

him around, then I know that you'll return his cheerful smile in and around the 

school site.  
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Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is extremely important; when children 

are at school every day, they are able to take part in lessons that have 

been carefully planned to support their progression through the 

different subjects.  The expectation is that each child should be at 

school for at least 97% of the term.  

Year Class Teacher 

Nursery Ducklings Ms Assee  

Reception Goslings Mrs Adjetey 

 Pufflings Ms Blay 

1 Robins Mrs Di Mare-Allen 

 Sparrows Mrs Nasir 

2 Kingfishers Mr Ducoté 

 Woodpeckers Ms Brooke 

3 Toucans Mr Cockar 

 Hornbills Miss O’Neill 

Year Class Teacher 

4 Kestrels Mrs Keeble 

 Eagles Miss Anwar 

5 Cranes Miss Carlon 

 Pelicans Mrs Hussain/ 

Mrs Boafo 

 Flamingos Miss Cowling 

6 Ostriches Miss Shafi 

 Cassowary  Miss Savell 

 Emus Miss McKenzie 

New class names 

Can you remember all of the class birds? Would you be able to identify each 

different class bird? This week children have spent time in class researching 

and learning about their class bird to help build an identity for each class and 

to help build a sense of pride in their class, encouraging teamwork and 

cooperation. So why not ask you child(ren) about their class bird; they should 

be able to give you lots of interesting facts!. 

A full list of classes and teachers is below: 
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Diary Dates 

STEP Zone Breakfast Club (7.30am - 8.55am)  

STEP Zone Breakfast Club opened from Monday 7th September and is £2 / day.  

To reserve a place for your child,  please complete the booking form sent via Parent 

Mail and return to   gonvilleoffice@gonvilleacademy.croydon.sch.uk  

 

STEP Zone After-School Club  (3:15pm - 6pm)  

STEP Zone After-school Club runs every day after school from 3.15 until 6.00pm and is 

£9 / day. If your child’s finish time is earlier than 3.15pm, they will remain with their class 

teacher until 3.15pm, when a member of staff will accompany your child to STEP Zone. 

 

After school clubs 

TBC 

Due to current restrictions we are not asking the children to change 

clothes during the day. Therefore, they do not need their school uniform 

on their PE days. If it is cold, we ask that children bring in their school 

jumper to wear.  

Children must wear their Gonville PE top in their team colour 

for every PE session.  

PE days  

Please ensure the children come to school wearing their PE 

kits.  

Nursery - Wednesday Yr 2 - Friday  Yr 5 - Wednesday 

Reception - Friday   Yr 3 - Thursday Yr 6 - Monday 

Yr 1 - Tuesday   Yr 4 - Tuesday 
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Pupil Voice 

As is now becoming a customary  

annual tradition and now in its  

second year, both Zachary and  

Savannah have produced fantastic 

3D models of their class bird, the 

Woodpecker and Ostrich respectively. 

Many hours were spent carefully creat-

ing these life-like creations over the 

summer break. What  commitment to 

their new classes! 

During lockdown I enjoyed During lockdown I missed 
 

“I planted sunflower seeds in my garden.” 

Nehthra, Year 1 

“Going to school and the park and the fun-

fair.” Aqsa, Year 1 

 

“I enjoyed playing in the garden and at 

home.” Aahil, Year 2 

“I miss going to school and learning new 

things with everyone.” Vasan, Year 2 

“I enjoyed sleeping late and having pillow 

fights!” Inayah, Year 3 

“I missed going to Poland.” Jason, Year 3 

“Looking forward to going outside on Thurs-

days to clap for the NHS.” Marisa, Year 5 

“Being able to be face to face with my 

teacher, Miss Carlon.” Kendall, Year 5 

“I enjoyed playing with my sister.” Khaqan, 

Year 4 

“I missed swimming.” Hussain, Year 4 

“I loved spending time with my full family 

and the best thing was when my family and 

I had a barbeque in our back garden.” Ali, 

Year 6 

“I missed normal life.” Nataysia, Year 6 

Class Birds 

Over the past week, the children have completed 

some homework linked to our their early morning 

work, in which they were asked to think about what 

they enjoyed about the lockdown and also some of 

the things that they missed. In the table below are just 

a few of the responses from the children. 

Well done! 
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Chair Today and Chair Tomorrow 

 

Dear Team Gonville, 

 

I just wanted to write and say that I hope you had a wonderful summer break and the new 

school year has started well for you. Unfortunately for me, half-way through the summer holi-

days, during a pre-season friendly football match, I snapped my Achilles' Tendon (the muscle 

that connects your lower leg to your foot). It was incredibly painful and I had to have an op-

eration to re-attached the muscle. Thankfully, the operation was a complete success and I 

am now on the long road to recovery at home, because I have to keep my foot elevated, 

as much as possible, for some considerable time. 

 

I am however in daily contact with teachers, leaders and staff, who are at school, and it 

has been great to hear that you have all have returned with such positivity and passion. 

Even though things like arriving at school, how the day runs and your leaving times are 

now slightly different, your commitment and aspiration has clearly remained exceptionally 

high. 

 

I hope to see you all again as soon as possible and wish  

you every continued success across this first half term. 

 
Best Wishes  

Mr Blanks 

A little update... 

This week we took delivery of some new 

classroom furniture. A very large lorry  

arrived containing brand new chairs, that 

have been specially designed to improve  

posture and prevent swinging. 

 

Currently, we have been able to replace 

the chairs in years 1, 3 and 6 classrooms. 

We plan to replace the chairs in other year 

groups and classrooms very soon, along 

with some of the tables too! 
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